John Pearson

Planning  Services

Powys County Council,

Neuadd Maldwyn,

Welshpool SY21 7AS
28.7.09

Dear Mr Pearson

Application reference P2009 0746 

Erection of Class A1 store by Tesco Ltd.
I am writing to OBJECT to this application. I have serious concerns that the proposal will have a detrimental effect on environmental, social and economic well-being of Machynlleth and the surrounding area.

I am especially concerned that the scale of the store is out of keeping with the existing retail outlets, and that there will be serious traffic impacts within the town itself and on the roads leading into it, especially from the north.

I do not think that a proposal of this size is needed, and is therefore contrary to UDP policies SP7 and RP6.  It is also contrary to UDP policy RP1, since it is not ‘…of a scale and design appropriate to the settlement and in accordance with the position in the retail centre hierarchy in this plan.’ 

Policy T3 requires a satisfactory transport assessment, and proposals will only be permitted where adequate public and other sustainable forms of transport are incorporated. I do not believe that the transport assessment is satisfactory, nor that the proposal promotes sustainable transport.

I do not believe that the benefits of the proposal outweigh the negative impacts, nor can they be reduced by conditions, and I urge you to recommend refusal.

Yours sincerely
